Name _________________________________________
Hammurabi’s Code: Practice 
Excerpts from Hammurabi’s Code:
3. If anyone bring an accusation of any crime before the elders, and does not prove what he has charged, he shall, if it be a capital offense charged, be put to death.

6. If anyone steals the property of a temple or of the court, he shall be put to death, and also the one who receives the stolen thing from him shall be put to death.
22. If anyone is committing a robbery and is caught, then he shall be put to death.

25. If a fire breaks out in a house, and someone who comes to put it out cast his eye upon the property of the owner of the house, and take the property of the master of the house, he shall be thrown into that same fire.

55. If anyone open his ditches to water his crop, but is careless, and the water floods the field of his neighbor, then he shall pay his neighbor corn for his loss.

148. If a man take a wife, and she be seized by disease, if he then desire to take a second wife he shall not put away his wife, who has been attacked by disease, but he shall keep her in the house which he has built and support her so long as she lives.

197. If he break another man's bone, his bone shall be broken.

202. If any one strike the body of a man higher in rank than he, he shall receive sixty blows with an ox-whip in public.
205. If the slave of a freed man strike the body of a freed man, his ear shall be cut off.
282. If a slave says to his master, “You are not my master," they shall cut off his ear.

Task:  Read the following English translation of some of Hammurabi’s laws.  Determine which law would apply to each situation below and write the correct number on the line.
1.  ________  A fight breaks out in the market over the price of corn and a man’s arm is broken.
2.  ________  A merchant is away on business and a group of boys breaks into his home and steals 



  cooking utensils and food from his kitchen area.
3.  ________  A slave is fed up with the cruel treatment from a farmer in the fields and hits him 



  when his back is turned.
4.  ________  A boy falls asleep while watering his father’s fields and accidentally causes the area 

  
  to flood.
5.  ________  A farmer is upset with the king’s tax collector and punches him out of frustration.
Task: Using the document, determine what consequence each situation would have in Ancient Mesopotamia.  Summarize the consequence in your own words.
6.  A merchant gives a girl a gift of a small statue of a god, but later finds out that he had stolen it from the temple.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  A slave runs away from his master.  When someone recognizes him in the market and returns him to his owner, he denies that he belongs to that man.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Task:  Complete the Venn diagram by comparing and contrasting the government styles of Ancient Mesopotamia with the modern United States.
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Task:  Respond to the following questions.  Write your answers in complete sentences.

Why is Hammurabi’s Code important?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think the punishments were so harsh?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you think the following quote means?  

“An eye for an eye makes the whole world blind.”

- Mahatma Gandhi

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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